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Environment and climate change is one of the most complex
challenges of the 21st century. No country is untouched by its impact, nor .
| can any one country deal with this problem alone. Environmental
| development is closely related to disaster and poverty. lts role is very |
important in sustainable and inclusive development. Questions related to |
environmental issues in India have been raised from time to time, they i
__have been discussed in the present article.
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ABSTRACT -

Development calls for empowerment of weaker section of our society, especially women who
constitute one half population of our society, the key concern behind the notion of empowerment lies
in the dynamics of sharing. Distribution and redistribution of power. We are living in twenty-first
century but still women are socially segregated, economically deprived and politically dis-
empowered, Empowering women means given them autonomy over their decisions, their work and
income and making them economically independent. Women empowerment is_a multi-faceted
concept. A Beijing conference (1995) had identified a set of quantitative and qualitative indicators of
women empowerment. Process of empowerment has social, economical and political aspects. Social
empowerment demands change in ideology of society and providing then social assistance like
pension schemes, mother and Child health care, provisions for maternity leaves, etc. Economic
empowerment refers to budgetary reforms, tax rebates to working women, and economic assistance
in the form of micro-credit system, support for self-help groups, etc. Political empowerment means
participation of women in politics- at grass root level, state level or national level. Empowerment Of
women calls for sensitive, empathetic and egalitarian initiatives by governmental and other social
institutes. Moreover women can create an environment which is enabling for other women. Path of
women empowerment grim and tough but situation is changing gradually. There is an urgent need

for review of our efforts for women empowerment.

KEYWORDS- Empowerment Dynamics, Segregated Multi-Faceted, Quantitative, Qualitative,
Budgetary, egalitarian. :

!
Introduction

Women empowerment has become a dominant theme of modernsociety and progressive
governance. Empowerment is a process of awareness and conscientiousness It aims at capacity-
building, greater participation, effective decision making power, more control, ability to get what one
wants and to influence others on our concerns, With reference to women, the dynamics of
empowerment encompass their lives at multiple levels-family, community, market and the State,
Empowerment also has psychological implications of making women conscious about asserting
themselves, particularly in cultures which have thrived by assigning "gender-roles” to her.

The prevailing state Of low sex ratio, low rate of literacy, lack of professional training and
access to information, lack of access advanced health care resources, low participation in decision
making processes shows their under-privileged position in the society. The problem of women
society has received the attention of democratic leaders and development practitioners since mid-
1940s. A pertinent development in this regard took place in the post world-war II period, when many
countries granted the right to vote to women. The United Nations pioneered and set up a commission

to look in to the issue concerning women in society. In early 1970’s the government of India also set - -

up a committee on the status of women in society, In the recent years the Indian government has

formulated and executed several plans and programs for women empowerment. The aim of this

paper is to discuss the concept of empowerment, the need for women empowerment and to examine
different facets of women empowerment. '

Concept of Empowerment

According to Merriam Websters dictionary the word "empowerment" means to give official

authority or legal power, and to promote self-actualization or influence The centrality of the-notion 7

of empowerment is to evolve the dynamics of sharing and distribution of power according to

accepted laws, rules and standards, When we discuss about empowerment, two issues assume 3

importance: :
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~ One never thought a day would come when India and its people
would be free. Yet, freedom come. The freedom was from alien
subjugation and like a monolith it has never been vibrant since its advent
on August, 1947, as the teeming millions of people could not be salvaged
from the myriad of misery, hunger, poverty, illiteracy, economic
backwardness and deprivation of the means of livelihood.

The by-product of independence is the change in social taboos
and customs, generally morals and morals have been adversely affected
and vice and dishonesty have replaced virtue and probity in all spheres
of life. We encounter everywhere political, communal, caste, class,
creedal and language hostility. Every political party has blamed all other
political parties of misusing and abusing power and indulging in
cancerous corruption.

The Indian Constitution guarantees fundamental rights to its
citizens-civil, political and legal in nature. None of these fundamental
rights incorporate economic rights. The social and economic rights are
incorporated in the Directive Principles of state policy, which is a unique
feature of the IndianConstitution. Rights incorporated in this category

Nagendra Singh Bhati

Assistant Professor, cannot be legally enforced. Some Fundamental Duties were also
Dept. of Political Science, incorporated in the constitution under Article 51 A through the 42 nd
Jai Narain Vyas University, Amendment in 1976.

Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India It is often argued by some that the Directive Principles of State

Policy are mere normal or ethical concepts, but it is a mandate of the
Constitution and it is the obligation cast on the state to follow the
mandate. The view of Directive Principles cannot be under estimated. It
is this Constitution under which elections are held and governments
formed. Can the elected representatives refuse to act against its
mandate? It is their prime duty to make honest efforts to achieve that
goal.

Today, the foundations of the Constitution have been shaken by
the folly of the people, the corruption of politicians and the privacy of
public money running into several thousand crores of rupees. At this
moment, when the nation is standing on the escalator of anarchy and
corruption, right minded citizens cannot afford to stand frozen in disgust
and dismay.

Keywords: Subjugation, Monolith, Vibrant, Myriad, Indian Constitution,
Fundamental Right, Directive Principles, Folly, Corruption.

Introduction

Corruption: A Major Issue in India

Corruption in the public arena is not a new phenomenon, nor

Dinesh Kumar Gehlot

Assistant Professor, unique to India. It existed in ancient times, the middle ages and throughout
Department of Political Science, history. Realistically speaking no country is free of corruption. The causes
Jai Narain Vyas University, and types of corruption differ. It became widespread during and after the
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India Second World War.

Corruption has been defined in many ways. The dictionary's
definition of Corruption is simple: dishonesty and illegal behaviour by
people in positions of authority or power. The World Bank defines
corruption as the abuse of public power for private gain. In other words,
accountability and abuse of power-are key issues in any discourse on
corruption matters.

Corruption, like water, flows from higher level to the lower level. Its
main spring is political leadership. The prevailing corruption in all aspects
of national life in India is the end result of bad examples set by new
democratic rajas and bad educational and economic policies. Corruption
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yet, he claimed himself to be a true socialist. He was}
unity and stability. He was pragmatic in

AN
plomatic,
Introduction

Vallabhbhai Patel was borne in Nadiad, Gujrat. His
full name was Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhat Patel. His
actual date of birth was never officially recorded
but on the basis of entered in the matriculation
examination record he was borne on 31 October
1875.He was the fourth son of Jhaverbhal Patel
and his wife Ladba Patel. Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel the iron-man of India was born on 31st

October, 1875, in a small village in Nadiad. His
father Jhaverb

hal Patel was a simple farmer and
mother Laad

Bal was a simple lady, From his

hildhood itself, Patel was a very hard-working
Indivig

ual. He used to help his father in farming
ad studied in a school at N, K. High school,
d. He passed his high-school examination
-896. Throughout school he was a very wise
- and intelligent stydent, Inspite of poor financlal
& !:ollel ons his father decided to send him to
; earsgehbut Vallabhbhal refused. Around three

¢ stayed at home, worked hard and

.
platadaln Syl
s

prepared for the District pleadens examinatio
hence passing with very good percentage.
Political Philasophy of Patel

n,

Patel, however, was no revolutionary. In the
crucial debate over the objectives of the
Indian Natlonal Congress during the years
1928 to 1931, Patel believed (like Gandhi and
Motilal Nehru, but unlike Jawaharlal Nehru
and Subhas Chandra Bose) that the goal of the
Indian National Congress should be dominion
status within the British Commonwealth—not
Independence, In contrast to Jawaharlal Nehru,
who condoned violence in the struggle for
independence, Patel ruled out armed revolution,
not on moral but on practical grounds. Patel held
that it would be abortive and would entail severe
repression, Patel, like Gandhi, saw advantages
In the future participation of a free India in a
British Commonwealth, provided that India was
admitted as an equal member, He emphasized
the need to foster Indian self-reliance and
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self-confidence, but, unlike Gandhi ulsite for

regard Hindu-Muslim unity as a prereq
independence. chru on the
Patel disagreed with !awalil-'":::i ?oci al changes
need to bring about economic ted in traditional
by coercion. A conservative roote he usefulness
Hindu values, Patel belittled t t; dia sodal
of adapting socialist ideas to the. n 117 Ees
and economic structure. He believe

i i t of conservative
enterprise, thus gaining the trus s that
elements, and thereby collected thf! funds %
sustained the activities of the Indian Nation
Congress.
Patel was the second candidate after Gandhi to
the presidency of the 1929 Lahore session of the
Indian National Congress. Gandhi shunned the
presidency in an attempt to prevent the adoption
of the resolution of independence and exerfed
pressure on Patel to withdraw, mainly owing
o Patel's uncompromising attitude toward
the Muslims; Jawaharlal Nehru was elected.
During the 1930 Salt Satyagraha (prayer and
fasting movement), Patel served three months"
imprisonment. In March 1931 Patel presided
over the Karachi session of the Indian National
Congress. He was imprisoned in January
1932. Released in July 1934, he marshaled
the organization of the Congress Party in the
1937 elections and was
for the 1937-3g Congres

S presidency. Again,
because of Gandhi's pres

sure, Pate] withdrew

Invasion of India, o
» n t
reallzing hP wer, Pate'l differed wiyp, Gandhj 111::
into Hi € partition of the beontin
inevitahla hdla ang Muslim stan e
Interests g o 1€ 3Ssert at it w, .
€t to part wig, Pak a5 In Ind[p'g
Patelw;s leadin ca

ISSN 2348-3857 |

Gandhi once again interveneq g, .

of Nehru. Nehru, as presiden; of the cele“iun
was Invited by the British Viceroy o ?ng,eSs
.interim government, Thus, iy, the Mmmonn -'ln
of events, Patel would have beer, the ﬁrstmu"e
minister of India. During the fjys, threg y,orime
independence, Patel was deputy rime il’gof
minister of home affairs, minister ofinfg. ister,
and minister of states; aboya all, his on,
fame rests on his achievement of the ng
integration of the princely Indian
the Indian Union and the politica] nlfcatin o
India.

Role in the Indian National Movement

In 1917, Sardar Vallabhbha; was electeq a5 the
Secretary of the Gujarat Sabha, the Gujarat

ofthe Indian National Congress. In 1918, heleq,
massive ‘No Tax Campaign’ thaturgeqd the farmery
not to pay taxes after the British insisteq on tax
after the floods in Kaira. The Peaceful movemep,
forced the British authorities to return the japg
taken away from the farmers, His effort to bring
together the farmers of his area brought him the
title of ‘Sardar’, He actively supported the Non-
cooperation Movement launched by Gandy;
Patel toured the nation with him, recruited

300,000 members and helped collect overRs.15
million,

Bardoli Satyagraha

In 1925, the taluka of Bardoli in Gujrat suffered
from floods and famine, causing crop production
to suffer and leaving farmers facing great
financlal troubjes, However, the Government
of the Bombay Presidency had raised the tax
rate by 309% that year; and despite Pequm}s
from civic groups, refused to cancel the nsethu:
the face of the calamities. The situation rorhad
farmers was grave enough that they barely b,
enough property and crops to pay -off theydé
let feeding themselves afterwards. Patel tl? ul
delegation of farmers frankly that if they s zuld
realize fully what a revolt would imply. He W

ous
not leaq them unless he had the unanimo®®

aoes
[ derstanding and agreement of all the Vil
involveq,
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In 1928, an agreement was finally brokereq bya
Parsi member of the Bombay

government, The
Government agreed to restore the confiscated

lands and properties, as well as cancel revenye
payment not only for the year, byt cancel the
30% raise until after the succeeding year, After
prolonged summons, when the farmers refused
to pay the extra tax, the government sejzeq their
lands in retaliation. The agitation took on for
more than six months. After several rounds of
negotiations by Patel, the lands were returned
to farmers after a deal was struck between the
government and farmers’ representatives,

Salt Satyagraha

In 1930, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was among
the leaders imprisoned for participating in the
famous Salt Satyagraha movement initiated by
Mahatma Gandhi. Hjs inspiring speeches during
the “Salt Movement” transformed the outlook
of numerous people, who later played a major
role in making the movement successful, He led
the Satyagraha movement across Gujarat when
Gandhi was under imprisonment, upon request
from the congress members,

Sardar Patel was freed in 1931, following an
3greement . signed between Mahatma Gandhi
and Lord Irwin, the then Viceroy of India. The
treaty was popularly known as the Gandhi-
Irwin Pact. The same year, Patel was elected as
the President of Indian National Congress in jts
Karachi session where the party deliberated its
future path, Congress committed itself towards

defence of fundamental and human rights, It was |

in this session that the dream of a secular nation
Was conceived. : |

During the legislative elections of 1934, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Pate] campalgned for the Indian
National Congress. Though he did not contest,

Sardar Pate] hel ped his fellow party mates during
e election,

Inthe 1942 Quit Ing
S Unwavering support to Gandhi when several

Contemporary Jeaders criticized the. latter's

decision, He continued travelling throughout
the country propagating the agenda of the
Movement in 3 series of heart-felt speeches. He

laMovement, Patel continued

ISSN 2348-3857

Was arrested agaln fn 1942 and was imprisoned

inthe Ahmednagar fort til] 1945 along with other
Congress leaders,

Sardar Patel’s Journey often saw a number of
confrontations with other Important leaders
of the congress. He volced his annoyance at
Jawaharlal Nehru openly when the latter adopted
socialism in 1936, Patel was also wary of Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and considered him to be
“keen on more power within the party”,

Sardar Patel & the Partition of India

Patel's tactful but firm dealings with the revolt of
Travancore and Hyderabad states and his brush
with the rulers of Jodhpur, Kathiawar, Bhopal
and Junagadh finally and swiftly demolishing the
princely order are dealt with in detail.

Immediately on receiving Prime Minister N ehru’s
letter of December 23, 1947 informing Patel of
his decision to take Kashmir from Patel's charge
to place it under the charge of Gopalaswamy
Ayyangar, an outraged Patel forthwith penned
his lefter of resignation as a member of the
government, But, on Gandhiji's intervention, the
letter remained undelivered,

According to H, V. Kamath's: memoirs quoted
by the author; Pate] once told Kamath that “jf
Jawaharla) Nehru and Gopalaswamy had not
made Kashmir their close preserve, separating
Kashmir from my portfolio 6f Home and States, |
would have tackled the problem as purposefully
as I had already done in Hyderabad®

The author’s elaborate: argument that the
Partition of India wa

was a churchillian plan is far
from convincing. The fact remains that both
Nehru and Patel finally agreed to the Partition
and prevailed “pon an unwilling Gandhiji to
acquiesce in the fait accompli of their decision as
the only alternative to clvil war, a gory rehearsal
of which was staged by the Muslim League in

the Calcutta killings of August 1946 repeated in
Noakhall and Tripura.

On the whole, the book Is a refreshing re-
exposure of a sturdy stalwart of the Indian
freedom movement that Patel was who could
have been the first prime minister but for ’
Mahatma Gandhiji's intervention.
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The separatist movement lead by Muslim League
leader Mohammed Ali Jinnah led to a series of
violent Hindu-Muslim riots across the country
just before the independence. In Sardar Patel’s
opinion, the open communal conflicts incited by
the riots had the potential to establish a weak
Government at the centre post-independence
which will be disastrous for consolidating a
democratic nation. Patel went on to work on a
solution with V.P. Menon, a civil servant during
December 1946 and accepted his suggestion of
creating a separate dominion based on religious
inclination of states. He represented India in the
Partition Council,

Contributions to Post-independence India

After India achieved independence, Patel became
the first Home Minister and also the Deputy
Prime Minister. Patel played a very crucial role
in post-independence India by successfully
integrating around 562 princely states under the
Indian Dominion. The British Government had
presented these rulers with two alternatives -
they could join India or Pakistan; or they could
stay independent. This clause magnified the
difficulty of process to mammoth proportions.
Congress entrusted this Intimidating task
to Sardar Patel who started lobbying for
integration on August 6, 1947. He was successful
in integrating all of them barring Jammu and
Kashmir, Junagarh and Hyderabad. He eventually
dealt with the situation with his sharp political
acumen and secured their accessfon. The India
that we see today was a result of the efforts put
in by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
Patel was a leading member of the Constituent
Assembly of India and Dr B.R. Ambedkar
was appointed on his recommendation, He
was the key force in establishing the Indian
Administrative Service and the Indlan Police
Service. He took personal interest fn Initiating
a restoration endeavour of the Somnath Temple
in Saurashtra, Gujarat, Patel dealt ruthlessly
with the Pakistan's efforts to [nvade Kashmir
in September 1947, He oversaw Immediate
expansion of the army and marked Improvement
of other infrastructural aspects, He often

disagreed with Nehru's policies, em
his dealings with Pakistan regarding th, refy t
issues. He organised multiple refugeq Campg
Punjab and Delhl, and later in WestBeng; 1

tion of Sardar Patel j, I
?rz::;?:struggle andmodernindi 4R
1. In 1918, Vallabhbhal took the l’espgmﬂbm‘y
of leading the farmers of Gujarat. He stargyg the
Kheda satyagraha that demanded the SUsensfy,
of the revenue collection from farmers 54 there
wias a drought.

2. In 1920, the Congress started the nop.q,
operation struggle and Vallabhbhai gaye ,
his practice. He setup the Gujarat Vidyapesy,
where children could study instead of attending
Government schools.

3. In 1928 he successfully organized the Jang.
owners of Bardoli against British tax Increases, |;
was after this that Vallabhbhai was given the tiye
of Sardar (Leader).

4.1In 1931 he served as President of the Indjzy

gep

- National Congress in its Karachi session which

changed the nature of movement from a political
struggle and added to it new socio-economic
dimensions. As part of congress, he was part
of the No changers faction and emphasised on
the crucial role of constructive work in village
regeneration and carrying the message of
nationalism to the masses,

5. He was also the chairman of the congress
parliamentary  sub-committee which had
complete control over congress ministries during
28 months of their rule under 1935 act.

6. He played a crucial role in the torturous
negotiations with the British for freedom and
Partition of the country,

7. Patel was one of the first Congress leaders
to accept the partition of India as a solution to
the rising Muslim separatist movement led by
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. He had been outraafg
by Jinnal's Direct Action campaign, which ha

provoked communal violence across India, ‘“t"s
by the viceroy's vetoes of his home departmelt

plans to stop the violence on the grounds ©

constitutionaljty, PRI
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g, Constituent Assembly-Patel was part of
constituent assembly to frame constitution of
{ndia. He was instrumental in collecting eminent
eople across country and also persuade
Ambedkar to become member of drafting
committee. Patel was the chairman of the
committees responsible for minorities, tribal
and excluded areas, fundamental rights, and
pmvincial constitutions.

9, In 1947 when India got freedom, Sardar
patel became the Deputy Prime Minister, He
was in charge of Home Affairs, Information and
Broadcasting and the Ministry of States, He was
given the task of integrating the 562 Princely
States into the union. He skilfully achieved this
and took strong steps like sending the army to
Junagadh and Hyderabad to force them to align
with free India. Itis because of these strong steps
he is called Iron Man of India.

10. It was Sardar Patel's vision that the Civil
Service should strengthen cohesion and national
unity. He wanted a strong and vibrant federal
administrative system in which the All India
Services would play an important role.

Conclusion

Gandhi had profound effect on Patel’s politics
and thoughts. He pledged unwavering support
to the Mahatma and stood by his principles
all through his life. While leaders including
Jawaharlal Nehru, Chakravarthi Rajagopalachari
and Maulana Azad criticized Mahatma Gandhi's
idea that the Civil Disobedience movement
would compel the British to leave the nation,
Patel extended his support to Gandhi. Despite the
unwillingness of the Congress High Command,
Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
strongly forced the All India Congress Committee

to ratify the Civil Disobedience movement and
launch it without delaying further. Upon Gandhl’s
request he gave up his candidacy for the post of
the Prime Minister of Indla. He suffered a major
heart attack after Gandhi's death. Although he
recovered, he attributed it to having Jamented
silently for the loss of his mentor.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's health started
declining in 1950. He realized that he was not
going to live much longer. On 2nd November
1950, his health deteriorated further and he was
confined to bed. After suffering a massive heart
attack, on 15 December 1950, the great soul left
the world. He was posthumously conferred the
Bharat Ratna, India’s highest Civilian honour,
in 1991. His birthday, October 31, was declared
Rashtriya Ekta Divas in 2014.
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