Speech delivered by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan on 24th August, 1962 at Jodhpur University, Jodhpur

Mr. Chancellor and friends I am greatly honored by your invitation to come here and inaugurate this new university of Jodhpur. It’s a natural development of the different institutions which have been working in this place for a number of years; it is a step not only in the expansion of education but also in the decentralization of higher education. It will be possible for boys and girls in this locality to take advantage of this university and profit themselves by way of maturing their minds and illumining their hearts. 
I have faith in the youth of our country, they have greater facilities today then we had in our own time, there were all the doors open to them, the best need not at all lag behind, it is so all that is necessary is, concentrated endeavor, selfless dedication, you may be sure, without these things, nothing great can be achieved, completeness can’t be got, ukfo|kuk (navidhyana), uk es/k~;k (na medhya), uk cgwukLFksuk (na bahunasthenaa), not by the accumulation of wealth, not nearly by developing brain power, not by reading many books, but by a self scrutiny, a self search, by a capacity to pursue your object with disinterested devotion, sacrificing your petty preferences, special interest etc, for the achievement of a great goal, all achievement is a combination of genius and opportunity, you have opportunities today and you have genius, I can testify to that on my own knowledge, of young people of our country, if you are able to bring the two together and perused the task, in the spirit which has come down to us from the ancient times, we will again march forward and we will again be able to establish our self as some of the pioneers of the human race, not nearly meta physics and spiritual wisdom, where we have great achievements to our credit, which having them, capacity to heal, even the problems by which the great nation has faced, I have no doubt about it but even in the scientific well, even in the industrial and technological well, it will be possible for our people to go forward and do great things, unfortunately, young people today forget their essential task, they don’t understand that they are there for the purpose of entering into world consciousness, world understanding, world history, the it is there, they are thrown in to a world age, they can’t think of a little thing here and a little thing there, they have to dedicate themselves to the great pursuit of extending the bounce of knowledge, contributing something to science and scholarship, if little things like election here or something else there, this is not Udaipur, this is not Jaipur, this is not Jodhpur, if such petty differences capture our minds when great things are happening in the world, we will show ourselves unworthy of the great future which is extending before us and it is my hope, it’s my honest desire, that young people who will be educated in this university, will go forward not as prisoners of the past but as pilgrims of the future, by developing them a spirit of dedication, a spirit of renunciation, a spirit of whole hearted, single minded concentration, on the advancement of knowledge whether in science or humanities, I have no doubt this university under such auspicious, you have scholar as your chancellor, you have another distinct educationist as vice chancellor, all our good wishes are with you and you will never suffer from lack of them, if you suffer from anything, you will suffer from yourself, none else will compel you and therefore I beg you to think that you have a great opportunity today and you can achieve great things only if you are able to set aside your petty self’s and dedicate yourself whole heartedly to the cause of learning, thank you.  
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